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The Plant Kingdom

which in many respects resembles the subtropical rain forest
(Figs. 267, 268). It is less rich in species of trees than is the tropi-
cal rain forest, and contains fewer woody vines and usually a
smaller percentage of phanerogamic epiphytes, while epiphytic
mosses and liverworts are more numerous. In general, epiphytic
vegetation is more luxuriant (Fig. 269) than in the three-storied

Fie. 266. Alpine meadow near Mount Robson, British Columbia
Compare with Fig. 263. Photograph by Dr. William S. Cooper
rain forest. Above the two-storied forest there is an elfin wood
consisting of a single story of twisted trees (Figs. 270, 271). Usu-
ally the trunks and branches of the trees of the elfin wood (Figs.
271, 272), and sometimes those of the two-storied forest at higher
altitudes, are densely covered with a thick mat of mosses and
liverworts. The mosses and liverworts not only cover the trunks
and branches but also hang down in graceful festoons (Fig. 271).
In the mosses and liverworts grow numerous ferns and a consider-
able number of flowering plants.
Flowers of epiphytes, vines, and trees are usually numerous in
this mossy forest, and, owing to the low stature of the trees, are
conspicuous. The small size of the trees and their twisted form,